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COAL DUST 


by Douglas Farnsworth 
SOWP 4853-V, N4MPD 


Its a true story, events happened in December 1946. I was the radio operator, all of 18 years of age 
and had been shipping out for two years. I continued to sail for another year or so and then began a 
career in the USAF from which I retired in 1978. But my heart was always with the sea and the won- 
derful job of Sparks on an old trump plodding about the world. What a great time that was! 


The old Liberty plodded along. 
Riding high in the water she left 
a sooty trail of coal dust. The S. 
S. Walker B. Heintz was a bulk 
carrier and dust was a large part 
of her history. Smoke stained, 
she was as dingy as the African 
coast we sailed along. Plodding 
close inshore, hoping to catch a 
counter current, she was headed 
for Takoradi, Gold Coast for a 
load of manganese. I wondered 
if it would burn? 


It was months since we left the 
Chesapeak bound for Italy with a 
load of coal. The crossing was 
miserable, rough and damp. To 
make matters worse spontaneous 
combustion in number two hold 
had produced a dense, acrid 
smoke which saturated the mid- 
ships house. Despite the crews 
best efforts she burned the whole 


crossing. 


In Italy we got rid of the coal but 
not the dust. Now we were 
tramping for another port. I did- 
n't mind. I was young and 
wanted to see the world. 


As the ship's radio operator I had 
it made. Sparks was the nick- 
name and the radio shack with 
its myriad of dials and tubes was 
my kingdom, the ships only 
means of communications with 
the world. I felt special, shoul- 
dering a man's work when I was 
just a kid. The war had done 
that, made men out of boys but 
the war had ended without end- 
ing my desire for adventure. 
Now we were off to another 
strange, distant port. That com- 
pensated for the dust. 


It was Christmas morning, 0100 
local, when I closed the station. 
The Old Man passed the shack 
and asked me to drop by for a 
spot of cheer and a game of 
chess, I finished shutting down, 
remembering not to set the auto- 
alarm sensitivity too high. 


I settled on the green settee in 
the Old Man's office while he 
slowly lit his pipe with a large 
kitchen match. I looked at him as 
we toasted the day and wished 
each other well. The Old Man 
was old. Called out of retirement 
for the war he had been at sea, 
man and boy, for some sixty five 
years. Like this old Liberty, 
which was to be his last com- 
mand, he too plodded along, 
smelling of smoke, creaking a 
bit but rolling with the sea. 


(continued next page) 
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I quietly moved my king's pawn. 
The Old Man grunted, blew a 
cloud of smoke from his pipe 
and slowly reached for the 
board, arthritis and time forced 
him to do everything slowly. 
Our silence was broken by a 
sharp knock on the half opened 
door. Remember those long 
hooks that held the doors ajar so 
they wouldn't jam in the event of 
a torpedo hit? The Second 
Mate's head poked through, 
"Cap'n, I think were in a little 
close. I can hear what sounds 
like breakers but I cant see any- 
thing." Not seeing anything was 
not an exaggeration, it was 
pitch-black, no moon and a heat 
haze made even the stars invisi- 
ble, except for those few directly 
overhead. 


The Old Man frowned at the in- 
terruption, slowly looked up, 
harrumped as he moved his pipe 
and spoke in a low resonant 
voice. "Well now, Mr. Second 
Mate, I guess you had better haul 
her out ten degrees." The "aye 
Cap'n" was a disembodied voice 
as the Mate hurried back to the 
bridge. 


The Old Man relit his pipe, 
closed his eyes and nodded a bit 
before moving a pawn. Two 
moves later the ship hit! Then 
she hit again. We crashed, stag- 
gered and lurched sideways. The 
Old Man went to his knees and 


ae 


struggled to get up. I remember 
helping pull him upright while 
trying to keep my balance. The 
empty hull made frighteningly 
loud groaning sounds. Once 
more we hit and bounced. Then 
all movement and sound ceased. 


Memory plays tricks. I can not 
recall if the general alarm rang 
but I remember running for the 
radio room, turning on both re- 
ceiver and transmitters. Tuned 
her up on 500 kilocycles, the in- 
ternational distress and calling 
frequency, and listened for traf- 
fic. Dead silence, didn't hear a 
thing. Just a little hiss or perhaps 
static. I paused for a second and 
checked out the emergency 
transmitter on battery power, just 
in case. 


Suddenly I jumped, startled by 


- the whistle of the sound tube 


which connected the shack to the 
bridge. “Sparks, Cap'n says to 
see if there's any other ships 
nearby. He don't want no SOS or 
anything fancy. Just see if there's 
anybody around. Got it?" I rec- 
ognized the Third Mate's country 
drawl. 


"T got it," I said. 


I sat down and watched the me- 
ters as I sent out a three by three 
CQ call. My answer was dead 
silence. I did it again, nothing in 
response. 


The sound tube whistled again, 
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"Sparks! Who you got?" 


"Nobody," I shouted into the 
tube. 


"Well, damn it man, earn your 
keep! Cap'n says its urgent, get 
somebody - Now! " 


Okay, I thought, that's no prob- 
lem. I watched the second hand 
on the clock as I worked the key 
and transmitted an auto-alarm 
distress signal, one full minute's 
worth. Then I hit the air with my 
urgent call. This time I got an 
answer from an Argentine. I 
gave him our noon position and 
told him we were taking water 
bad and needed assistance. He 
quickly acknowledged and asked 
me to stand by. I whistled the 
bridge and told the Mate I 
needed our latest position. There 
was a long pause while the Mate 
muttered something that sounded 
like, "If we knew where we were 
then we wouldn't be here." I did- 
n't get it all as I heard the Argen- 
tine calling me. I answered and 
he said they were a full days 
steaming time away but were 
headed in our direction. We ex- 
changed a few words and he said 
he Would try to raise a coast sta- 
tion. 


I sat back and turned on my high 
frequency receiver. It lit up and I 
heard the CQ wheel from WSL 
in New York with the prelude to 
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his traffic list. I thought to my- 
self, "Soon we will be on that list 
like a permanent resident." 


The Argentine called again. Said 
all the coast stations were closed 
for the holidays. I told him I had 
heard them sign off much earlier 
in the evening. 


The Second Mate appeared in 
the doorway of the radioroom. 
He was grey with tension and 
lines of anxiety plainly showing 
on his face. It had all happened 
on his watch. We looked at each 
other for a long, long minute and 
shook our heads. I asked what 
the damages were and he said 
we were ripped portside, double- 
bottoms, cofferdams and fuel 
tanks were all holed, the rudder 
was jamed hardover and the 
screw had taken considerable 
damage as we bounced across 
the reefs. 


I asked him if he thought we 
could stay afloat? The tension in 
his body only permitted him to 
utter a strange sound, some- 
where between a cry and a laugh 
as he said, "Hell, Sparkey, she 
cant sink any further. Were sittin 
on the bottom now." 


The Old Man subsequently can- 
celled our distress call and I re- 
layed this to the Argentine. I pre- 
sume he went back to bed. My 
night had just begun. 


To make a long story shorts the 
old Heintz took quite a bit of wa- 
ter but she never really sank. The 
Argentine never showed up and 
the coast station never came 
back on the air. A couple of days 
later some natives paddled out in 
a canoe and offered us some ba- 
nanas. That's all the assistance 
we ever received. 


In due time with all hands pitch- 
ing in, we refloated the ship, jury 
rigged a rudder and very slowly 
limped nine hundred miles to 
Dakar. I distinctly remember 
spending many long, hot hours 
in the shack handling a great 
deal of message traffic. The 
owners had much to say. 


Several months later we sailed 
the ship home. After we docked 
I bid the Old Man goodbye, we 
shook hands and wished each 
other well. I genuinely liked him 
and it was a shame he had to end 
his life at sea after such a voy- 
age. But the years had taken 
their toll and he could no longer 
command. 


The last time I ever saw the 
Heintz, or any of her crew, was 
when I looked back over my 
shoulder as I left the pier. And 
now, 56 years later, I still re- 
member stopping to brush the 
coal dust from my going ashore 
clothes as I walked away from 
the pier. 
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As a young man I brushed the 
coal dust from my clothes but I 
would never be able to brush 
those memories from my heart. 


PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 
Ben Russell 
SOWP 1853-V, N6SL 
email: N6SL@bellsouth.net 


I think your SOWP has turned 
the corner and things are begin- 
ning to look up. Dave Riley has 
done an outstanding job with our 
new web page (www.sowp.org) 
and the site has already brought 
a few new members aboard. If 
you don't have a computer and 
internet capability visit a friend 
with one and checkout our up- 
dated effort. We hope to estab- 
lish an internet "reflector" which 
will permit members without ra- 
dio equipment to contact. We 
will take full advantage of new 
technology to help the SOWP 
prosper rather than lament the 
passing of earlier forms of com- 
munications. 


Recently our board of directors 
was asked to answer a very seri- 
ous question: Do we shut down 
the organization after publishing 
the 'Big Register'?". The major- 
ity of board members who re- 
sponded said we should keep the 
SOWP going and change mem- 
bership requirements .to accept 
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some well qualified amateur ra- 
dio CW operators as members. 
We will soon forward a ballot to 
all paid-up members asking you 
to vote for officers and two 
board members. In addition we 
will include the question con- 
cerning the future of the SOWP. 
Changing the bylaws to admit 
well qualified amateur radio 
telegraph operators to member- 
ship will require a vote of the 
present membership. The ques- 
tion will be included in the bal- 
lot. 


Listen to the CW portions of the 
amateur bands almost any week- 
end and you will hear plenty of 
excellent Morse _ operators. 
When you are working in your 
shack have a receiver tuned to 
14055 during daylight hours and 
7052 during evenings to contact 
fellow SOWP members. 


This year the Roundup will be- 
gin at 1901 EST on January 16, 
2003 and run until 2200 EST 
January 18, 2003 (0001Z Jan 17 
to 0300Z Jan 19). Look for our 
DX members on 10 and 15 me- 
ter bands. For more details 
please consult our web page and 
click on "Roundup." This year 
let's operate between 50 to 55 
kHz up from bottom edge of 
each band. Last year there was- 
n't much QRM from other con- 
tests or QSO parties. Hope to 


eiag 
see all of you this year! 


Ben, N6SL 


EXECUTIVE SECRE- 


TARY’S COLUMN 
From Secretary Waldo T. Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


"Technologists at the University 
of the West of England (UWE) 
in Bristol have created a simpli- 
fied, low cost microbial fuel 
cell' that 'digests' liquid sugar, 
producing almost no waste prod- 
ucts. Inside the tiny fuel cell, a 
colony of E. coli bacteria pro- 
duce enzymes that break down 
carbohydrates, releasing hydro- 
gen atoms. The cell also contains 
chemicals that drive a series of 
reduction and oxidation reac- 


- tions, stripping electrons from 


the hydrogen atoms and deliver- 
ing them to the fuel cell's anode. 
This cell does not require pres- 
sure-producing pumps usually 
associated with fuel cells." 


As I read this NASA report 
humming birds visiting the jar of 
sugar-water hanging outside our 
kitchen window came to mind. 
These feathered creatures’ pri- 
mary food supply is what we call 
"sugar." They are, in the tech- 
nologist's eye, tiny helicopters 
refueling on the wing. From this 
mental picture I stepped back 60 
years and recalled the ventilated 
cabinet and its shelves of lead- 
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acid jars of storage cells that 
powered our emergency radio 
receivers on board ship. Step- 
wise, back then we did not know 
how to employ the metal palla- 
dium as a catalyst, else we might 
have powered our receivers di- 
rectly from the ship's cook's lar- 
der, or via a portion of the 
"torpedo juice" supply (organic 
alcohol, in case you missed sam- 
pling that dual-purpose energy 
source during your shipboard 
days). 


NASA refers to this develop- 
ment as "high tech," partly be- 
cause the power supply can now 
be reduced in cubic volume, and 
partly because plastics plus met- 
allurgy are creating more reli- 
able and longer-lasting solutions 
to communications problems, 
and to some degree because 
companies can attract more start- 
up money with this 21st Century 
descriptive nomenclature. Will 
this development "scale-up" to 
highway vehicle proportions? I 
don't ask this question lightly, 
because the fuel-cell automobile 
is in beta (public test phase), so 
the next step is to increase its 
mileage between refueling stops. 
We amateur radio buffs have 
been pioneering just such inno- 
vation, not only in power sup- 
plies, but antennas,  burst- 
transmissions, hidden transmitter 
triangulation, moon- and aster- 
oid-bounce, light beam comm 


(continued next page) 


The World Wireless Beacon 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S 
COLUMN—From Page 4 


above, below, and within the 
visible-to-humans spectrum, 
QRP_ (threshold-level signal 
propagation and reception), and 
many other ways to communi- 
cate among ourselves. 


From time to time over the years 
I have been intrigued by the pro- 
jects I have run across in my fel- 
low Hams' shacks. I remember 
one many years ago, in which a 
chap I was visiting showed me 
something he was working on 
consisting of many long iron- 
wire-core solenoids in a circular 
bundle. He called it a "magnetic 
mixer." It was not supposed to 
beat eggs or cake batter, but was 
to become a "magnetic mixer- 
amplifier." At the time I was 
steeped in the U S Navy's practi- 
cal use of magnetic amplifiers, 
as they had been served to me in 
one of the predictable questions 
in my Chief Petty Officer exam. 
This Ham inventor's goal was 
beyond that of anything I knew 
existed at the time, nor was he in 
the service of his country. He 
made his living as a civilian ap- 
pliance repairman. He would not 
fit our present SOWP constitu- 
fiona mandate, fom 6a 
"Professional Wireless Person." 
Official interest in magnetic am- 
plifiers dropped to almost nil 
through the ensuing years, so I 
do not know whether or not he 
ever completed or patented his 


aye 


project. But in my interpretation 
of a "pro," I'd place that Ham 
high on the acceptable list. 


The Navy trained its wireless 
men and women to be excellent 
CW communicators, but did not 
stop there. We also trained to 
troubleshoot and repair the 
equipment with which we com- 
municated. True, in most cases, 
the malfunctioning module was 
exchanged for one known to be 
good -- but at least on destroyers 
on which I served we repaired 
the non-working module in our 
"spare time" (what's that? we 
would ask). We were not solely 
CW Ops. And from what I have 
discovered since reading your 
letters to this office, most of the 
"old timer's" in the Merchant 
Marine did the same. I stand to 
be counted "aye" when the ques- 
tion arises as to whether new 
blood should be trained in send- 
ing and receiving CW with a 
hand key. The reason is simply 
this: it can be a life-saver when 
you least expect it. But I feel that 
it should be a matter of personal 
choice and responsibility, not 
legislated. 


When the general election ballot 
alrives, aS mentioned by our 
president, you can express your 
'druthers by your vote. The 
question of whether to make a 
concerted effort to reverse our 
dwindling numbers or close shop 
will be yours to answer. If we 
are to continue, we'll place no- 
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tices of intent in appropriate 
places, and certainly we will 
concentrate on growth in and 
from the internet, which is al- 
ready increasing our numbers. 
We have some CW on our web 
page, and this will be expanded 
as time comes our way. We will 
try to have the ballots ready for 
inclusion in the first issue of the 
Beacon for 2003, so be sure to 
get your addresses and dues up 
to date. Over a dozen of the last 
Beacons were returned for bad 
addresses, and only five of these 
had viable forwarding addresses 
included by the post office for 
re-sending. I will soon go 
through our active list and use 
your e-mail addresses to send 
you a correcting advise --all you 
will need to do is either use your 
"reply" button to provide assur- 
ance that the old address is still 
valid, or to include a note plus 
your new web page address. 
Everyone is getting a web page 
these days, but be careful out 
there!! -- SPAM (uninvited ad- 
vertising) is a nuisance you don't 
want to attract. SPAM has a 
twin brother, SCAM, so don't be 
caught napping by one of those 
offers for transferring millions of 
dollars to your account. If you 
don't recognize and trust the 
sender, use your garbage button 
(SHIFT HOLD plus DELETE 
will give it the deep six). 


-- Walt Boyd, Secretary, SOWP. 
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WELCOME - NEW 
MEMBERS 


A warm "Welcome Aboard"to 
the following who have joined 
SOWP since our 

last issue. 


(Add to Section I of your 1998 
Wireless Register). 


BAKER, Thomas M. 5683-M 
GI/Sharon N2UI, 505 354-2894, 
HC67 Box 30, Nogal NM 
88341, , USASA 1969 


LIESE, Charles A. 5684-V ...../ 
Ella WIRCV ex WINPW 
W2QPV, 802 476-8192, 3 Wark 


St., Barre, VT 05641, , PAA 
1943 
CORRECTIONS/ 
ADDITIONS TO 
THE WIRELESS 


REGISTER - 1998 


Changes are given on a page-by- 
page basis so they can be 
marked into your personal copy. 


page 14 - change call sign, 
GORSKI, Richard S. 5645-TA 
to ABOCW. 


G0 


MEMBER 
CORRESPONDENCE 


Editor: 


Received your Sept/Dec 2001 
Beacon today. ... No changes. 
I’m still on CW. I had 35 years 
in Navy MARS. Always used 
CW and headed several CW net 
operation. Seems like they 
changed my net ID whenever 
they changed the new area com- 
mand. So since CW is no more, 
I became a warm body — my ears 
read CW — I never use voice, es- 
pecially SSB. So my RATT 
gear went digital and I didn’t go 
that way. I am too busy other- 
wise. I’m happy to be around 
and finding it hard to see so 
many of my friends in the ser- 
vice fading away. On my last 
ship in WW2, USS _ Soley 


‘DD707 and during Korea the 


USS John W. Weeks DD701 
only about 5 or so officers are 
still alive. I’m 82 in July com- 
ing up. April I hope to go to the 
DD707 reunion in Buena Park, 
CA. 


Best regards for the Holidays. 
Ed Patacchiola 
3235-P, WIMCTG 


Editor: 


... | enjoy the WWB very much, 
keep it coming. I also enjoy 
reading of the experiences of 
other R/Os and in that vein 
here's my contribution. 


June 2002 


In the early 50's I was a radio 
operator for Canadian National 
Steamships on a _ 10,000 ton 
freighter going to the West In- 
dies. We had just come out of 
dry-dock in Quebec and were- 
about 300 miles off New York 
City when a tremendous vibra- 
tion shook the ship - the engines 
were running wild. After they 
were shut down the 3rd mate 
was lowered over the stern and 
reported that the propeller shaft 
and propeller were no longer 
there. This was a situation 
where the R/O proved his worth. 
After notifying the ship's agent 
in N.Y.C. An ocean-going tug 
was sent out to bring us in. 


Coming to our last given 
postion, then using the radio di- 
rection finder they homed in on 
us. Meanwhile with no control 
from the engines we were rolling 
around quite a bit. The tug made 
several tries to shoot a line over 
to us but the weather was too 
rough for them to make it so 
they stayed with us all night and 
tried again the next morning - 
success. First a thin line which 
was attached to a heavier line, 
attached to a much heavier line 
which was attahed to a steel 
hawser and we were on our way. 


The captain meanwhile was on 


the bridge with a pair of binocu- 
lars keeping an eye on things 
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ANNUAL SOWP 
INTERNATIONAL QSO ROUNDUP 


The Annual SOWP International CW Roundup had become an event of considerable popularity among our 
members, providing a reunion among ourselves near the Holiday Season. In addition, the Roundup has 
proven to be an excellent public relations exercise, extending worldwide. 


DATE/TIME: Thursday January 16, 2003 through Saturday January 18, 2003. The Roundup begins 
at19:01 EST (0001 UTC) an the third Thursday of January each year and ends 51 hours, later at 22:00 EST 
(0300 UTC) on the following Saturday. This time period accommodates members who are unable to par- 
ticipate on weekdays, including our overseas members: No participant should feel compelled to operate for 
a period longer or shorter than he or she wishes. Operation is casual permitting us to visit with old friends. 


FREQUENCIES: 
Five amateur bands, 3.5, 7, 14, 21 and 28 MHz are used. A ten (10) kHz portion is allocated at 50 to 60 
kHz up from the low end of the bands. Listen for DX stations +/- 5 kHz above or below these segments. 


MESSAGE EXCHANGE: 

Message content shall be as follows: 

NR: Your SOWP membership number without suffix. (-M, -V, -P, -SGP etc.). 
Your call sign 

Your name or nickname 

QTH: Your State, Province, or Country. 

Example. NR 783 W4HU JOHN VA (sent) 

NR 1853 N6SL BEN LA (received) 

Note: NO CONTACT or QSO NUMBERS ARE TO BE SENT. 


SCORING: 

Each completed exchange with another SOWP member counts ONE (1) POINT. However, if you contact 
the same station on three or more bands, add three points to your overall total point score for each station so 
contacted. 


LOGS: 

Please make your own log sheets or download the log page following. 

For print-out. Include these columns: Band Used Date/Time QSO SOWP NR Revd, Call sign of Station 
Worked, Operator's Name, Name of State, Providence or Country. 

The heading of your log sheet should show your own call sign and text of the message you transmitted for 
each exchange - for example NR 881 W8TP TED DE. Your completed log sheets should be forwarded to 
Ben Russell, N6SL, 22161 Hoffman Rd., Mandeville, LA 70471 by February 15, 2003. 


AWARDS: 
Certificates will be presented to the top seven scorers indicating their scoring positions. Certificates of Par- 
ticipation will be seat to all who submit logs showing five (5) or more contacts. 


The World Wireless Beacon 


MEMBER CORRESPON- 
DENCE—From Page 6 


suddenly he said "Sparks, thell 
them to slow down." The tre- 
mendous power of that tug was 
actually peeling the bollard off 
the fore-deck. The tug slowed 
and got us into dry-dock at 
Brooklyn without further crises. 


73s to you and all at SOWP 
Gordon Murray 
5641-V, KF6IAS 


Editor: 


Many thanks for your effort to 
keep this org. Rolling. I really 
enjoy the Beacon. 


Best 73 
Al Hadad 
4029-V, AA6SB 


Dear Waldo, 


I have just received the Decem- 
ber issue of the Beacon’ and en- 
close my membership dues for 
this year. 


In this day and age I believe that 
it is important to keep RADIO 
alive as distinct from all the new 
methods of communications. Of 
course most of us have embraced 
e-mail and the 'net' and I find e- 
mail in particular extremely use- 
ful. But that does not mean to 
say that I should want to aban- 
don the magic of wireless which 
can function independent of sat- 
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ellites and both vulnerable and 
complicated equipment. In fact, 
within amateur radio, there 
seems to be an increased interest 
in homebrewed rigs, for in- 
stance. Maybe this is a sign of 
RADIO amateurs having 
reached a point where nothing is 
a challenge any more. Commu- 
nications have become a hum- 
drum push-button affair and the 
magic has disappeared. 


When I work CW  pile-ups 
(Norfolk Island still brings on a 
pile-up) I often pick up QRP sta- 
tions running 2 watts or 5 watts 
of whatever. The satisfaction 
those QRP operators must get 
from breaking a pile-up with, 
most often, a homebrewed rig, 
can only be imagined. The mod- 


“ern world is full of technological 


wonders, and more and more 
come on the market all the time. 
Still, it all boils down to the user 
only having to push a few but- 
tons, and Bingo! Few have any 
idea of how it all works or why 
it works. But it is not RADIO! A 
rig hooked up to an antenna 
sending radio waves into the 
ether, allowing us to communi- 
cate with someone using a simi- 
lar set-up may be slower, it may 
be frustrating, propagation may 
be non existent at times, but on 
the whole, for hobby use and a 
feeling of having accomplished 
something, it beats the computer/ 
satellite set-up hands down. 
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Well, those were just a few 
thoughts I had rumbling around 
in my head. I do enjoy receiving 
the 'Beacon' in the snail mail. 
Many newsletters now come as 
e-mail attachments only and that 
is not the same. Even if it does 
save heaps of postage money. 


Good luck with this New Year. I 
am not sure what is the best way 
to expand the membership of 
SOWP One thing I do know; the 
Newsletter is very important in a 
society such as this. A seagoing 
'sparks' is a lonely sort of person 
onboard ship with nobody to talk 
shop with. So to read contribu- 
tions from various readers, like 
this latest one from Will Ray- 
ment, is always very enjoyable. 


Best wishes to all 
Kirsti Jenkins-Smith 
3534-M, VKONL 


Editor: 
I find this group of great interest. 


I have been in my own research 
company since 1966 and in 1991 
I got a call to go out, so in my 
spare-time (hi) I have since 
been out on 22 different ships/ 
trips, almost all for the MSC and 
it gave me a glance of our 
SPARKY work. 


Also please do me a favor to let 
all your (our) members know 
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about our USA very early wire- 
less radio in the period 1864- 
1874 and on the book I make 
available on the web : http:// 
www.netcom.com/~n3rf. f think 
you will find this very early 
work of interest. The source ma- 
terial is all in the US Library of 
Congress and the Smithsonian. 
The author of this book, Thoma 
Appelby (W3AX), I think I saw 
in an early listing of members. I 
think he was SK in 1971. Please 
QSP this web site to all. 


Another friend I have had the 
good opportunity to know was 
George Pasquele. I think he was 
also a member. He was SK not 
to many years ago. He was 
SPARKY on the plane that 
Howard Hughe WTA was fly- 
ing. He was a SPARKY for 
many years and was my guru 
when I went out to sea in 1991 


Who are the UNIONS now. I 
was a member (still have my 
Book) with AMO. Is the ARA 
still around? Write up the details 
in the Beacon so we know the 
current situation on what is there 
and what 

is not, please. 


Best wishes 
Johan Svanholm 
5088-M, N3RF 
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Hi SOWP HQ. 


..Hope all goes well with you 
through this new year. We are 
all getting older and like leaves 
on the trees are getting fewer 
and fewer. Hope we are able to 
do so next year too. 


73 
Gareth "Lindy" Linder 
4031-V, W1ACL 


(response to above) 
Thanks Lindy: 


We hang on the tree long enough 
and one day or year someone 
will find a way to turn back the 
clock. And when that happens 
be sure we'll be ready to spread 
the word, dit-dah-wise! 


73 
Waldo T. Boyd 
2958-P, K6DZY 


Hi Waldo: 


Thank goodness we have you to 
bring this lash-up together. 


Enjoy the “Beacon” and the 
great sea stories. After WWII 
and a hitch in the Signal Corp I 
ended up as a forward OBSR in 
Artillery, first and second winter 
in Korea. Received a 
“battlefield commission” as 2™ 
Lt. and gave up (and lost money) 
my Chief Warrant Officer rank. 
Went into the U.S. Navy for Viet 
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Nam era. Was E-9 Master Chief 
Gunners Mate and left Navy as 
officer. Rejoined National 
Guard and settled as Brigadier 
General. Loved the Navy Best. 


Regards 
Jack L. Higgons 
1809-V 
(response to above) 


Jack: 


That’s going through the 
grinder! I also took the Navy 
Warrant route in preference to 
Ensign. Never sorry since. 


I'm finding that learning new 
stuff is not as easy as it was in 
my Navy days — trying to get a 
handle on web-paging. Gotta 
keep this great Society moving 
along, lest the world forget. We 
old radiomen and women held 
the fort when all seemed lost. 


73 
Waldo T. Boyd 
2958-P, KODZY 


Waldo: 


Howdy Om from Northern 
Michigan. Rxvd my WWB and 
read it cover to cover with great 
satisfaction. Nice Bio on QRZ 
and see you also dabble in 
crypto and I am sure are a guru 
in that field as you go back to 
the days before I was born. I see 
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with great interest the "Silent 
Key" notices with, as reported 
by QST. I make this suggestion 
to you in honor of our chapter 
members. Liaison with ARRL 
headquarters as a SOWP repre- 
sentative, to receive info, news- 
paper clippings and obits, as 
they get them so we can research 
the home town of the lost mem- 
ber for details, survivors, etc. As 
they enter the chapter eternal we 
will then have a record and his- 
tory of those that they have left 
behind etc. If you and/or board 
members have an interest in this 
matter, feel free to contact me 
and I will take it upon myself to 
set the proper action in place. 


Happy New Year, and it was a 
great roundup hearing the keys 
of many members filling the air- 
ways with greetings and short 
QSO’s from "bugs" sideswipers 
and homebrewed applicances ad- 
justed 

to their own particular swing. 


Warm Regards 
Raymond Knuth 
5187-M, KB8ZYY 


(response to above) 


Ray, OM! 

Sorry to be so long in reply. 
Thanks to my changing of ad- 
dress I caught this today before 
it was lost in clearing my old 
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files. 


Guess I'll have to slip on over to 
QRZ and see my bio --I wonder 
if I put it there or if someone did 
it for me? 


Very few of us of the "old 
school" are guru's in crypto these 
days. In the past I was fairly 
sharp, but looking back on what 
the Navy used, today it falls like 
dominos to AI (artificial intelli- 
gence) computer programs. I'm 
a member of ACA, in which 
about half the members protest 
when those of us who have 
adopted computers as helpers to 
tasks at hand bring in a self- 
written program to help solve 
some oldies. There remains but 
one absolutely unbreakable cryp- 
togram -- when it's prepped from 
a one-time pad. All others can 
be broken with enough computer 
time applied to it. 


On your ref. to SK notices, we'd 
appreciate any leads we can find, 
wherever they may originate. 
But unknown offerings must be 
checked by at least one other 
known reliable source. Arrl no- 
tices are ok, as they are checked 
at hqtrs before becoming public 
notices. 


Thanks for the msg. Keep watch 
on our web pages now and then. 
I'm working the midnight oil to 
learn webmastering so I can take 
on those pages and turn them 
into some dynamic activity to 
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add to your CW operating. For 
instance, I'm dreaming at this 
early stage of a page covering 
PSK31. Also, of a "sound" page 
that can be used for CW on-line, 
activated, perhaps, by use of the 
down-arrow as the CW key. I 
might in a wilder dream try to 
create a hardware key input -- 
there should be a way to input 
this to an unused serial port. 


73 
Waldo T. Boyd 
2958-P, KODZY 


Editor: 


In the last issue were 2 great arti- 
cles. One by Will Rayment and 
the other by Richard Perkkins. 
Both of them were great. I hope 
that they submit more from 
them. 


i<eep up the good work Waldo. 


RE: 
Bob Falk 
2512-V, WOYCG 


Editor: 


... Just received the Sept.-Dec. 
2001 WWB... Always enjoy 
reading the newsletter. You doa 
great job. 


a 


Jim Haube 
5103-V, W3OER 
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Dear Waldo: 


...Received the last issue 
Jan.31st. Fascinating story by 
Will Rayment, and sad. 


In my opinion the best way to 
save the WWB is opening a web 
page and publishing it like the 
ARRL newsletter - by e-mail. If 
there are members who have no 
access to the Internet, some of us 
could print and mail it to them. 


It would be sad, if we let it die. 


73 
Les Kapitany 
4586-M, AA7UY 


(response to above) 
Les: 


Know any member who is up on 
web mastering? Sure like to 
converse with him/her. 


Waldo T. Boyd 
2958-P, K6DZY 


SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP 
members as they join our Chap- 
ter Eternal. We send our sincere 
sympathies to those they held 
dear. 


hs Bb 


CAUSSE, Roger D. 2946-P, 
W3EVW, Lester, PA. No date 
or details. Reported in QST, 
May 2002. 


FILES, Charles O. 1817-P, 
WOGK, Hermitage, MO. No 
date or details. Reported in 
QST, September 2002 


FISHBACK, William H. 3899- 


P, WIIKU, Harwich, MA. No 


date or details. Reported in 
OST, September 2002 


GARDNER, Kenneth J. 5245- 
TA, W2BGN, New Hartford, 
NY. No date or details. Re- 
ported in OST, May 2002. 


GRISHAM, Lester A. 1145-P, 
W7MRN, Reno, NV. No date or 
details. Reported in OST, May 
2002. 


HERMANSON, Elsie H. 0685- 
V, ex-W4CQL, LakeClarke 
Shores, FL. No date or details. 
Reported in OST, May 2002. 


HOGAN, Jasper W. 4487-V, 
N4ITM, Caneyville, KY. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, April 2002. 


JACOBY, Jur Gerhard 3797-V, 
DL3ME, Andechs, Germany. 08 
April 2002, no details, age 91 
years. Reported in Spark Gap 
Times, July 2002. 
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LOFQUIST, Edwin H. 0947-P, 
W7ABH, Pittsburg, CA. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, September 2002 


MILLER, Roy S. 4746-P, 
WS5SFOZ, Austin, TX. No date or 
details. Reported in OST, May 
2002. 


NIEDERKORN, Frank R. 
3360-V, KCOGH, Creve Coeur, 
MO. No date or details. Re- 
ported in OST, September 2002 


RAUBER, Lester B. 5000-V, 
AA2E, Mill Neck, NY. No date 
or details. Reported in QST, 
May 2002. 


REDPATH, William C. 4354- 
V, W3VTX, Gibsonia, PA. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, September 2002 


ROGERS, Haden Earle 5092-P, 
KH6AAU, Las Vegas, NV. No 
date or details. Reported on 
SOWP West Coast CW Net Bul- 
letin 30 May 2002. 


Silent Key Reporting 


Please send reports to SOWP 
Exec. Sec'y Waldo T. Boyd., P. 
O. Box 86, Geyserville, CA 
95441-0086. If available, in- 
clude date, age of deceased and 
cause of passing. 
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SOWP CW NETS 


Time/local Freq. CS 


9:30 AM ET 7052 Bob W4LSV 


8 PM ET 7052 Ben, N6SL 
Schermerhorn Ted, W8TP 
W8FEC 
Memorial net 


Ben, N6SL 


Bob, W6BNB 
Johnstone Mac, W6WYW 
Memorial 
Net (RJ) 
Note: RJ net operates from September to June - QRT in summer. 
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